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For many decades they received little attention and were neglected by some 

collectors even if they ‘shined’ with an unusual postal rate. We are talking about 

large-size covers (envelopes), or so-called Mailing Bags. Their large size often 

covered over half of an album’s page, sometimes even all of it.  

 It is not unusual for large envelopes to show extreme damage with creased, folded or torn sides, and 

often there is some soiling. All in all, they do not present themselves as attractive items.  

 Collectors putting their priority on beauty and aesthetic presentation find themselves easily in a 

small dilemma, looking at an item of such dimensions.  On one hand, the cover’s unusually high franking 

attracts, but on the other hand the large format and the well-used condition act as a deterrent.  Soon the 

collector wonders: how in the world could I make this piece a part of my collection?  

 Nowadays a solution can be found for almost 

everything.  Additionally, many years ago a large 

percentage of the species ‘Philatelist’ started to look at 

the composition of a collection in a new way.  This 

resulted in adding examples of postal use to make the 

collection more illustrative, and especially to pay more 

attention to high postage rates.  This caught on, even 

so the large size of a cover and its not so fresh 

condition spoke against it.      (Continued on page 9) 
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Congratulations to our members who were 

just elected to the APS Board of directors: 

Bruce Marsden   APS Treasurer 

Bob Zeigler   Board of Vice Presidents 

And thank you for the work you will do on 

behalf of philately! 
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President’s Column 
 by Roger Heath 

 We are in the middle of a very busy phila-

telic summer. 

 There has been a 70th Anniversary rendez-

vous in Lucerne, Switzerland, hosted by members 

of the UK Helvetia Philatelic Society with mem-

bers from AHPS in attendance. 

 New York 2016 has concluded. with many 

AHPS members involved in the organization and 

success of both the overall show and, in particular, 

AHPS meetings. See reports elsewhere in TELL. 

 Stampshow is coming up in Portland, OR, 

4-7 August.  We will have a society table and so far 

some volunteers have offered to sit and welcome 

other AHPS members.  Anyone else interested in 

sitting for two hours and talking Swiss philately to 

all comers please contact me and I’ll be more than 

happy to add you to our list of volunteers.  Two 

hour shifts over the 4 days is our goal.  Obviously 

there will be breaks for our meetings and judging 

seminars.  At this time two shifts each day are still 

available: mid-day Thursday, Friday afternoon, 

and Saturday afternoon. 

 AHPS activities at Stampshow include a 2 

hour session where the goal is for a show and tell 

and short presentations by our members.  (Check 

APS website for details closer to show time.)  If you 

have a 15-minute topic and would like to share 

your interests, please contact me and I’ll develop 

an agenda for the meeting.  We will have a digital 

projector available, and I’m certain we’ll also have 

a laptop to use (any volunteers?).  All other at-

tendees are invited to bring something to share, or 

for the group to answer questions about your puz-

zling item.  Another one hour meeting/presentation 

will be on Sunday morning where Mike Peter will 

host his powerpoint presentation ”Registered Mail 

of Switzerland”. 

 I have been asked recently about AHPS as 

a venue for selling material no longer needed by 

our members.  Besides all the online and auc-

tion/dealer options, I highly recommend you con-

tact either, or both, of our Society sales managers, 

Gerry Diamond for auctions and Emil Tobler for 

circuit books.  Both can        (continued on page 15)  

 

Would you like your TELL 3-hole punched?  If 

you tell Dick Hall you would like your TELL 

punched, he will code your mailing label, and 

we will happily punch yours.  No charge. – Ed. 

 



July 2016   3   TELL  

AHPS Swiss Fun at World 

Stamp Show-NY2016 
by Bruce Marsden 

 There were lots of opportunities for AHPS 

members to have fun at World Stamp Show-

NY2016. 

 I was pleased to meet a number of AHPS 

members at our informal meeting on the afternoon 

of Monday May 30 at the Javits Center.  We were 

delighted to be joined by Corinphila representa-

tives Antoine Clavel and Karl Louis, Swiss dealers 

Gottfried and Markus Honegger and Rolf Weggler, 

and Swiss Expert Martin Eichele. 

 After sharing a few “show and tell” and 

“show and ask” items from member collections, An-

toine Clavel shared a presentation about the new 

English language version of the specially prepared 

and specialized preprinted album, Switzerland 

1843-1881 – From Cantons to Confederation – 

Switzerland’s History Through its Stamps.  Karl 

Louis also announced the imminent publication of 

a new bi-lingual edition of the Classic Switzerland 

specialized catalog, the first German language edi-

tion of which has been sold out for several years.  

The expectation is that this publication will be 

completed and available for inspection and pur-

chase at the next AHPS convention at the St. Lou-

is Stamp Expo, March 31 - April 2, 2017.  Mark 

your calendars now.  

 Afterwards, the group adjourned to 

Reichenbach Hall, a “Bavarian-style” beer hall, 

located near the Javits Center for dinner with 

drinks generously hosted by Corinphila, Honegger 

Philatelie AG, and David Feldman SA. 

 During the show Karl Louis and Markus 

Honegger each donated an example of the pre-

printed album to the AHPS.  I expect that we will 

have them on display at the Club Table at the St. 

Louis Stamp Show and one of them will be auc-

tioned through the AHPS auction process.  Pay 

attention to the upcoming auctions prepared by 

Gerry Diamond! 

 The following AHPS members had exhibits 

on display at the Show – my apologies for any 

omissions: 

Gordon Eubanks, The U.S. Imperforate Issues of 

1851-1856 and their Importance in an Expanding 

Postal System, Large Gold and Grand Prix Nation-

al  

Greg Galletti, The League of Nations Refugee Or-

ganization, Silver Bronze 

Bruce Marsden, A Trip to the Alps, Large Silver 

Michael Peter, Switzerland Registered Mail, 1785-

1863, Vermeil 

Harlan Stone, The U.S. 1948 Harlan F. Stone 

stamp and its first day covers, Large Vermeil 

Helen Stone, Philadelphia Buildings on 19th Cen-

tury Advertising Covers, Invited Class 

Andrew Urushima, The 1944 Gross Born POW 

Olympics, Single Frame - 83 points 

 These additional Swiss-related exhibits 

provided an opportunity for AHPS members to ap-

preciate material rarely seen in the United States: 

Joseph Hackmey, Switzerland-Cantonal & Early 

Federal Issues 1843-1854, Large Gold 

Hugo Goeggel, Switzerland, 1 March 1843-14 Sep-

tember 1854, Large Gold 

Roger Muller, Swiss Airmail, Large Vermeil 

Juerg Roth, The Postal History of the Wyental, 

Switzerland, Gold 

Jean Voruz, Geneva Postal Services, 1839-1862, 

Large Gold 

Walter Farber, Mail Between Switzerland and 

Germany from April 1, 1945 to April 1, 1946, Invit-

ed Class 

Jean Voruz, Switzerland: October 1, 1849 Letter, 

Club de Monte Carlo display 

Takashi Yoshida, Switzerland: Earliest Known Use 

of the 2-1/2 Rappen for Local Service, Club de 

Monte Carlo display 

 Of course, the dealers and auctioneers 

came to the show well stocked to cater to all collec-

tors.  I had fun selecting items from a disorganized 

“box lot” at Henry Gitner’s table and found an in-

expensive Rayon I stamp so badly miscut that it 

provided a good illustration of the narrow width of 

both vertical and horizontal margins between the 

stamps.  I hope our other attendees had similar 

good fortune.  Corinphila and Christoph Gaertner, 

in addition to their show auctions, also had indi-

vidual lots from their June European auctions 

available for viewing including fine Swiss material.  

 Our next opportunities for Swiss philatelic 

fun and fellowship will be at the Saint Louis 

Stamp Expo, March 31-April 2, 2017 

http://www.stlouisstampexpo.org/ .  And please 

reach out to me if you would be interested in join-

ing an informal AHPS delegation to attend the 

next Swiss National stamp show expected to be 

held in sunny Lugano, Switzerland May 18-20, 

2018, mail@brucemarsden.com.  And don’t forget 

to stay healthy for the next U.S. International 

show, Boston 2026, on May 23-30. 

http://www.stlouisstampexpo.org/
mailto:mail@brucemarsden.com
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Reflections on NY 2016 
by Mike Peter 

 Once every 10 years the FIP International 

Stamp Show graces our shores with their presence. 

This year New York City was the designated site of 

this great event. 

 Dealers were abundant.  Only a few had 

good offerings of Swiss material.  Members Fred 

Boatwright and the father and son Honegger were 

prominent.  All in all the dealers had a good show 

and it seemed that the dealers were quite satisfied 

for attending despite the high fees for a table. 

 Attendees were also able to talk to the ma-

jor auction houses that made the trip from Europe 

as Corinphila, Koehler and Gärtner were all there 

in large booths.  All major US auction houses were 

also there. 

 The week of the show had plenty of options 

for special dinners throughout the week.  I did not 

attend the entire week as I had business nearby 

for three days.  NY Collectors Club had their 

awards dinner on Saturday.  Tiffany Dinner was 

on Sunday night.  The AHPS had their dinner 

gathering on Monday.  Arizona 

Rangers dinner on Friday.  The 

list for special society dinners 

had something for everyone. 

Camaraderie is another reason 

to participate.  Meeting old and 

new friends makes it fun. 

 I had submitted entries 

for two of my exhibits: Swiss 

Zeppelin Mail to the Americas 

and my new exhibit: Switzerland 

Registered Mail 1785-1862.  On-

ly the Registered Mail exhibit 

was selected, despite the fact the Zeppelin mail 

exhibit was a better exhibit and has already re-

ceived an FIP gold award.  Preference was given to 

new exhibits. 

 Prior to the show I looked up what Swiss 

exhibits would be there.  It was a little discourag-

ing that only five exhibits relating to Swiss philat-

ely were shown.  Perhaps the high fees were taken 

in consideration by potential exhibitors.  Another 

factor could be the lack of knowledgeable Swiss 

judges.  Kurt Kimmel was a fixture at these FIP 

shows as a judge, and he unfortunately has re-

tired.  Wightman was scheduled to appear but was 

ill and missed the trip. 

 But the exhibits were great to look at with 

nice material.  I was especially grateful for an ex-

hibit on early Geneva postal history.  My Regis-

tered Mail exhibit was lacking registered covers 

from Geneva from the prephilatelic period thru the 

Strubel period.  The exhibit told me that only five 

registered pieces exist during this time frame, be-

cause private posts was still being heavily used. 

An answer to my question of many years was an-

swered. 

 Thanks to Bruce Marsden who arranged a 

meeting at the show venue on Monday afternoon. 

And thanks to Corinphila and the Honeggers, who 

presented new Swiss album pages that not only 

show places for the stamps but had nice history 

included on the album pages.  Member Steve 

Opheim commented that he "collects early Swiss 

album pages and has a few stamps for them".  Our 

Auction manager, Gerry Diamond, showed some 

forgeries of Swiss souvenir sheets.  After the meet-

ing we all traveled to a local beer hall where Ger-

man fare and plenty of beer flowed. A fun time. 

 Excuse my soapbox, but it was tough sub-

mitting my exhibits to this show due to the FIP 

status.  The fees they charge at FIP shows are ri-

diculously high.  From past experience, FIP shows 

treat the commissioners and the FIP officers from 

all the countries with perks that are over the top. 

All paid for by the dealers, exhib-

itors and societies that partici-

pate.  For example $95 per frame 

exhibit fees, $250 per person 

Palmares Dinner, high dealer 

and society booth charges.  De-

spite these charges they were 

oversubscribed for exhibits. 

However, the Palmares dinner 

was not a sellout, deservedly so. 

Consideration should to be given 

with hooking up with the Euro-

pean FEPA.  These shows are 

reasonably priced and gather worldwide attention 

as well.  Philately in Germany refuse to have FIP 

shows there due to the high costs involved for all 

parties that FIP shows require.  In my opinion this 

should be food for thought for the future, but noth-

ing will be done as the elite US FIP representa-

tives are the ones getting the perks. At a minimum 

they need to separate the FIP Board and judging.  

 Still, a fun time was had by all.  In ten 

years, the next FIP Show appears to be headed to 

Boston.  Something to take into consideration but 

it's a long way off. 

 Another thing learned was that the next 

NABA show is slated for Lugano in May 2018. 

Having been to past NABA shows, this is a must 

for any serious collector.  Mark it on your calendar. 

 
Mr. and Mrs. Antoine Clavel (of 
Corinphila) at the beergarden Monday 
evening 
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Congratulations to HPS! 
by George Struble 

 The Helvetia Philatelic Society -- our Brit-

ish sister society -- recently celebrated its 70th an-

niversary!  Our congratulations! 

 They celebrated their anniversary with a 

trip to Switzerland.  Over a dozen members made 

the trip to Lucerne for two days of seminars, a cel-

ebration dinner, and a field trip to the Museum of 

Communication (I still call it the National Postal 

Museum, but since the PTT was split into Swiss 

Post and Swiss Telecom, the museum adjusted its 

title to include both aspects). 

 You have seen in TELL the gracious invita-

tion from HPS to our members to join the celebra-

tion.  For a number of our members, this came too 

close to the big show in New York.  So I was the 

only American to participate in Lucerne.  We were 

joined by a number of eminent Swiss philatelists, 

and I was especially pleased to meet my fellow edi-

tors: Hans Zinken of the Arbeitsgemeinschaft 

Schweiz e.V. (of Germany), Wim Jacobi of the 

Jungfrau (of the Netherlands), and Richard 

Donithorn of the HPS Newsletter. 

 The seminars were an exciting and in-

formative mix; they included 

"Standing Helvetia Proofs" by Roger Gunther 

"Tax marks: used in and for Switzerland" by 

Claude Montandon 

"The 1913 Flugspende Flights" by me 

"The Diversity of Philatelic Material in a Thematic 

Collection" by Christina Bamford-Rölli 

"Cancelling Machines in Switzerland" by Giovanni 

Balimann 

"SCADTA mail from Switzerland" by me 

"History of the Swiss Mobile Post Offices" by Gio-

vanni Balimann 

"The Swiss Postal Coach" by David Hope 

"Sitting and Standing Helvetia 1862-1907" by 

Hans Pfister 

 The Roelliphila auction house made its 

meeting room available to us; it was a superb ven-

ue, just the right size and with a magnificent view 

of the famous Kapellbrücke. 

 Most of the seminars included slide shows.  

But each presenter also placed up to 72 pages -- 

think of it as an exhibit -- in frames around the 

front of the room.  After the  seminar presentation 

was finished, there was time for questions, then 

time for attendees to examine the supporting pag-

es to get more depth of        (continued on page 15)  

 
Bob Medland explaining his display 

 
Giovanni Balimann after his seminar, while others examine 
his display 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

 Chuck LaBlonde has been asked about a 

cover with an interesting cancel and he’s asking for 

help (Fig. 1).  Let me quote from his letter: 

The letter is dated 5 April 1940, postmarked 

in Zürich, censored in Gibraltar, and destined 

to Illinois.  The postmark missed the stamp.  

The stamp was, at some point, “cancelled” 

with a (crude) circular device using red ink.  

Possibilities seem to be: 

1. Someone in the Swiss post office noticed 

the problem and fixed the situation. 

2. Someone else along the way noticed the 

uncancelled stamp and marked it with what-

ever device was at hand (British in Gibraltar 

or the US mailman) 

3. A collector added the red marking in later years, just for fun. 

I lean towards number 1, but am seeking any and all opinions.  What mitigates against number 1 is 

the usual exacting nature of Swiss postal operations.  I would expect a regular circular date stamp if 

done by the Swiss. 

Can anyone help Chuck?  Send me your analyses and I’ll publish them here. 

 

 To follow up on the philatelic activities as-

sociated with the opening of the Gotthard Base 

Tunnel, Figures 2 and 3 show the special cancels 

used at the celebrations in Erstfeld and Bodio on 

June 4 and 5.  The Erstfeld cancel shows the fa-

mous church in Wassen that you pass three times 

on the old Gotthard line.  The Bodio cancel shows 

the Alptransit Infocenter at Bodio. 

  

Swiss Post has outdone itself in post office closings.  Here’s this month’s long list: 

1.  On March 24, 2016, the post office at 7500 St. Moritz 3 Bad (canton Graubünden) was closed [assumed 

by 7500 St. Moritz] [K-cancels K513 and K514 were last used on that date] 

2.  On May 7, 2016, the following post offices were closed: 

 6922 Morcote (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6900 Lugano]  

  [K-cancel K265a was last used on that date] 

 8592 Uttwil (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8590 Romanshorn]  

  [K-cancel K666 was last used on that date] 

3.  On May 13, 2016, the post office at 3997 Bellwald (canton Valais) was closed [assumed by 3984 Fiesch] 

[K-cancel K740a was last used on that date] 

4.  On May 20, 2016, the post office at 6218 Ettiswil (canton Luzern) was closed [assumed by 6130 

Willisau] 

5.  On May 21, 2016, the post office at 8181 Höri (canton Zürich) was closed [assumed by 8180 Bülach] 

6.  On May 28, 2016, the post office at 2088 Cressier (canton Neuchâtel) was closed  

[assumed by 2074 Marin] [K-cancel K507 was last used on that date] 

 
Fig. 1.  Query from Chuck LaBlonde 

 
Fig. 3.  Special Erstfeld cancel 

 
Fig. 2.  Special Bodio cancel 
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Fig. 5. Prevonloup, 2.9 km from Romont 

 

 
Fig. 4. Meinisberg, 5.2 km from Grenchen 

 

 

7.  On May 31, 2016, the post office at 1283 La Plaine (canton Genève) was closed  

[assumed by 1217 Meyrin] 

8.  On June 4, 2016, the post office at 8505 Pfyn (canton Thurgau) was closed [assumed by 8500 

Frauenfeld] [K-cancel K1546 was last used on that date] 

9.  On June 11, 2016, the following post offices were closed: 

 8873 Amden (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 8867 Niederurnen]  

  [K-cancel K84a was last used on that date] 

 3202 Frauenkappelen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3205 Gümmenen] 

 5600 Lenzburg 2 Stadt (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5600 Lenzburg] 

 2616 Renen (canton Bern) [assumed by 2610 St-Imier] 

10.  On June 17, 2016, the post office at 3267 Seedorf (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 3250 Lyss] 

11.  On June 18, 2016, the post office at 2946 Miécourt (canton Jura) was closed [assumed by 2900 

Porrentruy] 

12.  On June 22, 2016, the post office at 8595 Altnau (canton Thurgau) was closed  

[assumed by 8595 Altnau] [K-cancel K1422 was last used on that date] 

13.  On June 24, 2016, the post office at 3973 Venthône (canton Valais) was closed  

[assumed by 3960 Sierre] [K-cancel K685b was last used on that date] 

14.  On June 25, 2016, the following post offices were closed: 

 1921 Martigny-Croix (canton Valais) [assumed by 1920 Martigny] 

 9607 Mosnang (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9606 Bütschwil]  

  [K-cancel K790 was last used on that date] 

15.  On June 30, 2016, the post office at 2885 Epauvillers (canton Jura) was closed  

[assumed by 2882 St-Ursanne] 

16.  On July 2, 2016, the post office at 8556 Wigoltingen (canton Thurgau) was closed [assumed by 8555 

Müllheim] 

17.  On July 8, 2016, the post office at 4314 Zeiningen (canton Aargau) was closed [assumed by 4313 

Möhlin] 

18.  On July 9, 2016, the following post offices were closed: 

 9620 Lichtensteig (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9630 Wattwil]  

  [K-cancel K286b was last used on that date] 

 9006 St. Gallen 6 St. Fiden (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9014 St. Gallen] 

 8833 Samstagern (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8820 Wädenswil]  

  [K-cancel K661 was last used on that date] 

There are a lot of K-cancels which bit the dust in this list! 
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 On the subject of post office changes, Canadian member George Smith notes an interesting happen-

ing with all these closings: the assuming post office is sometimes in a different canton.  Given the Swiss 

loyalty to their canton, this must grate on the die-hard loyalists.  George cites four examples (and there are 

probably many more): 

Meinisberg in canton Bern now is serviced by Grenchen in canton 

Solothurn 

Prevonloup in canton Vaud now is serviced by Romont in canton 

Fribourg 

Schangnau in canton Bern now is serviced by Escholzmatt in can-

ton Luzern 

Waltzenhausen in canton Appenzell-Ausserrhoden now is serviced 

by St. Margrethen in canton St. Gallen 

 If you look 

on a map, you’ll see 

the reasons.  The 

maps show these 

four cases, with the 

captions giving the 

distances between 

the two locations.  

The cantonal boun-

daries can be seen 

as the thick pink 

lines.  Thanks, 

George for pointing 

out this.  If anyone can identify further examples, let me know. 

 

 

From your editor 
 This issue marks a milestone: the hundredth issue with me as editor!  My first issue was January 

2000.  In 1999 I had been at a stamp show when Dick Barton, then AHPS president, was encouraging other 

people at the lunch table to take a more active role in our society.  He challenged me to be willing to be-

come AHPS president.  I demurred, saying that would not be a good assignment for me (still true).  Later, 

in private,  I volunteered to him that I could become editor the next time we need a new one.  And so it 

happened. 

 I want to thank all of you for your acceptance and support.  Even bigger thanks to the authors who 

have done more than just fill the pages; you have produced interesting articles that increase our philatelic 

knowledge!  I also appreciate the other journals that have allowed me to reprint their articles.  But our au-

thors are slowing down; we need more of you to write articles. 

 As I passed ten years as editor, Dick Hall told me I wasn't just starting my eleventh year, I was 

starting my second ten-year term!  That could be fulfilled. 

 Meanwhile, I appreciate others taking on some of the work: Gary Withrow is doing the mailing, 

starting with this issue – and that is not why it is late getting to you; the lateness is because my wife and I 

were in Switzerland.  And Roger Heath is acting as advertising manager; I have been rather lousy at that.  

Now if others of you would write some articles or vol-

unteer to do some translations ... 

 I have enjoyed being at the center of things, and 

my greatest pleasure in life is helping to make good 

things happen.  Thank you for this opportunity! 

     George Struble 

 
Fig. 7. Waltzenhausen, 4.3 km from St. Margrethen 

 
 

Fig. 6. Schangnau, 11 km from Escholzmatt 

 

AHPS members may publish two free 1-inch 

1-column non-commercial ads in TELL each 

year.  Some members take this benefit in the 

form of one 2-inch ad.  Send your text to the 

editor. 
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The “Unpopular Large Ones” 
 (Continued from page 1)  Large envelopes naturally go hand in hand with a heavier weight.  

Postages with stamps of sometimes high denominations are the logical consequence of this fact.  

 The following examples should show that the ‘unpopular Large Ones’ have a charm of their own 

and will justify our interest in most cases, even if they do not meet our requirements for optical quality.  

 Large size letters (the 

size of an album page) are abso-

lutely the exception in the early 

days of the first Swiss federal 

stamps (Rayons and Strubels).  

Letters the size of half a page 

are rare from this period and are 

not welcomed by some collectors.  

Mail of higher weight with cor-

responding high rates was only 

possible for inland letter-mail 

from October 10,1849, until June 

30, 1862.  Starting July 1, 1862 

there were only two weight clas-

ses, up to 10 grams and over 10 

to 250 grams.  A large size letter 

could, of course, fit into the se-

cond weight class.  

 It should be added that 

examples of such large-size piec-

es of mail are not uncommon for 

inland parcel mail, for example 

for letters of declared value or 

some high value CODs.  Letters 

to foreign countries had weight 

classes without an upper limit.  

 Two letters from the 

Rayon period should illustrate 

this topic (Figs. 1 and 2). 

 The letter from Lucerne 

to Sempach (Fig. 1) was mailed 

as a registered letter of weight 

class 7.  It fits our description for 

large-size letters, as we had 

pointed it out above: vertical 

creases, slight tears in the sides, 

and a certain patina.  The cover 

was cropped on top by about 2 to 

3 centimeters.  Unfortunately 

there is no date, neither in front 

nor on the back.  However it is 

certain to have originated from 

the period between January 1, 

1852 and September 30, 1854. 

 

 

 
Fig. 1:  Lucerne to Sempach.  The handwriting at lower left states it is a bankruptcy 
notice and it was sent to the court in Sempach. In addition to the registration No. 217 
the letter shows the red spiral typical for registration in the Canton of Lucerne.  

The high franking of 80 Rappen (vertical strip of five of the 10 Rp.-Rayon II and a hori-
zontal pair of the 15 Rp.  Rayon III, Zumstein numbers 16II and 20) was for a weight of 
over 3 to 3.5 Loth and a distance zone of over 2 to 10 hours. The total was the addi-
tion of 40 Rp. for the letter with 40 Rp. for registration. The size of the slightly cropped 
letter is 21.6 x 13.5 cm. 

 

 
Figure 2: Delémont to Büren, May 11,1852.  The postage of 40 Rp. covered the weight 
of 2 to 2.5 Loth and transportation from Delémont to Büren (over 2 to 10 hours).  30 
Rappen were for a letter of the 5. weight class, 10 Rp. were the charge for the COD. 
Stamps used: 10 Rp. Rayon II and 2 x 15 Cts. Rayon III, Zumstein numbers 16 II and 
19).  On the cover’s front is a handwritten note ‘refüsiert’ (refused), which required the 
COD to be returned to the sender.  
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The next Rayon-

letter is a COD of the 5. 

weight class (Fig. 2).  It 

was not accepted, and 

returned to the sender.  

The total Cash on Deliv-

ery of Fr. 4.40 was cor-

rect for the letter’s 

weight and distance.  The 

COD of  Fr. 4.- was added 

to the letter’s postage of 

40 Rp.  The unusually 

good condition of the rel-

atively large cover with 

the original measure-

ment of 20.7 x 14 cm is 

notable.  

 The period of the 

Strubels also had ‘Large 

Ones’, as is clearly illus-

trated in Fig. 3.  It is 

again an inland-letter of 

the 7. weight class.  Sent 

from Bienne (Biel) to Bubikon, Canton Zurich (over 10 hours) it is a COD for Fr. 4.- and shows the correct 

postage of 55 Rappen. 

 These first exam-

ples and their explana-

tions already leave no 

doubt that large letter-

envelopes are a necessity 

to document postal rates.  

They show us the use of 

often rare and sometimes 

even very rare high postal 

rates.  Unfortunately, only 

relatively few survived the 

decades.  As we have men-

tioned before, collecting 

them was not favored, 

partly because of their 

size, and then because of 

their mostly unavoidable 

poor condition.  In the 

past the stamps of such 

covers were often cut out 

or soaked off.  

 For the period of 

the issue ‘Sitting Helvetia’ 

we show a registered let-

ter from Baden to Cairo in 

Egypt, with the original 

measurements of 26.4 x 18.3 cm (Fig. 4). It weighed 122 Grams, which put it into the 9. weight class! 

 The next letter with ‘Standing Helvetia’ stamps is probably unique.  It is a registered letter of the 

34. weight class (!) to Rayon Limitrophe (border mail zone) of France (Fig. 5).  The original size is 24 x 16.2 

 
Figure 3: Bienne to Bubikon, May 22, 1855.  This letter measures 21.5 x 14 cm and, like the 
others above from the period of the Fifties of the 19. century, belongs to the larger ones of 
this kind.  The letter’s weight of 3 to 3.5 Loth and a distance of over 10 hours required 45 Rp., 
to which again a COD fee of 10 Rp. had to be added, for a total postage of 55 Rp.  

 
Fig. 4.  Baden to Cairo in Egypt, dated September 5, 1881.  The franking of the letter was Fr. 
2.50 (50 Rp. and 2 x Fr. 1.00) and already shows the UPU tariff (starting July 1, 1875)!  Egypt, 
like the USA, was one of the first overseas countries to become a member of the UPU.  Every 
15 Grams (or fractions thereof) required the uniform tariff of 25 Rp.  The letter’s cost was Fr. 
2.25, correct for the 9. weight class. Added to this was the registration fee of 25 Rp. The arri-
val postmark of Cairo is on the cover’s reverse side. 
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cm! The cover, with its ex-

tremely creased sides, gives 

an indication that the con-

tent might have been a gal-

vanized product, the 

proverbial ‘famous printing 

plate’.  This might not be so 

groundless if one studies 

the cover thoroughly. 

 The ‘relic’ of a heavy 

19. century letter is equally 

unusual. Its original meas-

urements were 26.3 x 18.3 

cm, and it was addressed to 

the small town of Reusseni 

in Rumania (Fig. 6). Its 

weight must have been 

‘over 285 to 300 grams, the 

20. weight class!  Each 15 

grams (or fraction thereof) 

cost 25 Rp.  Various creases 

testify once again that 

sometimes we cannot avoid 

having to make concessions 

with the condition of the 

‘Large Ones’.  

 1900 was the year 

of the Universal Postal Un-

ion’s (UPU) 25th anniver-

sary. For this occasion, 

Switzerland issued its first 

commemorative stamps on 

July 2, 1900. There were 

three denominations: 5 Rp, 

10 Rp. and 25 Rp. They 

were only valid until De-

cember 31,1900.  

 A registered letter 

of the 3rd weight class 

(over 100 to 150 gram) was 

sent as a printed matter to 

Nuremberg in Bavaria 

(Fig. 7). The original 

measurements (with open 

flap) were 21.5 x 22.5 cm. 

It contained a drawing, 

and the stamps of the 

commemorative issue cov-

ered the correct franking. 

In the early 20th 

century envelopes started to get larger and larger.  This was especially the case of letters with declared 

value to and from banks, as the following examples show (Figs. 8 and 9).  

 A DIN-A4 size and larger were not rare.  The next letter had a declared value of Fr 300, weighing 

401 grams, which places it into the 21. weight class!  

 
Fig. 6.  Lausanne to Reusseni, Rumania, June 11,1891.  The weight of this cover could only 
be determined by using the amount of the franking. Fr. 5.00 were for 20. weight class (2 x Fr. 
1.00 and Fr. 3.00), the additional 25 Rp. covered the registration fee. Allow us to point out 
that the use of a stamp to Fr. 3.00 on a letter (not on a parcel card!), as also was the case in 
Fig. 5, is very difficult to find –  i.e. it is extremely rare. 

 

 
Fig. 5.  St. Imier to Charquemont, France.  In the upper left one finds a note ’34 ports’, 
handwritten in ink, indicating the letter belongs into the 34. weight class. Back then letters 
into the border mail zone of France (Rayon Limitrophe – RL) had a reduced rate of 15 Rp. 
for each 15 Grams (or fractions of it). 34 x 15 resulted in the proud postage of Fr. 5.10! Addi-
tion of the registration fee of 25 Rp. gave this border mail a total postage of Fr. 5.35 (5 and 
30 Rp., 2 x Fr. 1.00 and Fr. 3.00). Once again it is interesting to see how the ‘Large Ones’ 
do magic with postal rates.  
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 Its size of 26.3 x 18.5 

cm was reasonable, consider-

ing the above. 

 Fig. 9 shows another 

letter with declared value, 

this time with a value of Fr. 

2,400.-, but weighing 138 

gram -- ‘only’ 7. weight class.  

It measures 23.2 x 14.6 cm!  

It shows that ‘a Large One’ 

can also be optically almost 

perfect. 

 This business letter was 

again addressed to a bank in Mu-

nich and was correctly franked 

with Fr. 4.40.  For this six differ-

ent denominations of the issue 

 
 

 

 
 

Fig. 7.  Davos Platz to Nuremberg, 
August 8, 1900.  The total franking 
of 40 Rp. (2 x 5 Rp. and 3 x 10 Rp., 
with line perforation) consisted of:: 
15 Rp. for printed matter (5 Rp. for 
each 50 gram or fraction thereof) 
and 25 Rp. for registration.  The 
rare piece (because of size, weight 
and registration) was not sealed, as 
per regulations. 

Fig. 8.  Zurich to Munich, December 19, 
1924.  This cover is franked with a single 
stamp, the Fr. 5.00 stamp (Zumstein No. 
178). It is franked with the proper amount, 
however a single Fr. 5.00 on a letter cannot 
be found every day. Starting October 10, 
1924, the first 20 gram cost 30 Rappen. 
Each additional 20 gram cost Rp. 20. This 
adds up to Fr. 4.30 for the letter. To this 
amount come Rp. 40 for registration and 
Rp. 30 for insurance (up to Fr. 300.-) for a 
grand total of Fr. 5.-.  

 

 
 
 
Fig. 9.  Zürich to Munich, March 6, 
1924.  In March of 1924 the rate for a 
letter to a foreign destination was still 
40 Rappen for the first 20 gram.  Addi-
tional 20 gram (or fractions of it) cost 
20 Rappen.  This adds up to a total 
charge of Fr. 1.60 for a letter in the 7. 
weight class.  The registration fee of 
40 Rp. for a letter to a foreign destina-
tion had to be paid with postage 
stamps, which resulted in Fr. 2.00 for 
the registration plus the letter.  
For each Fr. 300 of the declared value 
(or fractions thereof) an insurance fee 
of 30 Rp. was due.  This adds up to 
additional Fr. 2.40 for a declared value 
of Fr. 2,400.-.  All in all the sender was 
charged a total of Fr. 4.40!  
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‘Helvetia with Sword’ were 

used (30, 40, 50, 60 and 2 x 80 

Rp., and Fr. 1.-). 

 A registered letter of 

the 76. weight class to the 

USA is almost incredible (Fig. 

10). It is an exception, as it is 

not a large envelope, but part 

of a wrapping paper.  Even so, 

I feel it is important to fea-

ture this example, which con-

tents weighed 1.505 kg, but 

which was not mailed by par-

cel post, but as a letter. At the 

time the maximum permitted 

weight for a letter to a foreign 

country was 2 kg (2,000 

gram).  

 My contribution to 

large-size examples of letter 

mail, both inland and to for-

eign destinations, ends with a 

‘Sample without Value’ of 

the 7. weight class to Swe-

den (Fig. 11). It was mailed 

unsealed, according to regu-

lations, and was in the 7. 

weight class (over 300 up to 

350 Gramm). The measure-

ments were 26.5 x 19.4 cm.  

 Due to limited space 

we could show pictures of a 

few examples only. But they 

show that large and at times 

very large covers or enve-

lopes, sent as letters, should 

by no means be rejected, -- at 

least not from today’s point 

of view.  Just the opposite: a 

collector interested in the 

history of tariffs realizes 

their huge significance and 

values them accordingly.  

This means: the unpopulari-

ty of the so-called ‘large ones’ 

has by now often changed to 

‘true sympathy’.  

 

 

 
Fig. 10.  Lausanne to New York, June 5, 1936.  This registered letter post of the 76. 
weight class was franked with Fr. 15.60. It was composed of: letter up to 20 gram = 30 
Rp., Each additional 20 gram (or fractions of it) = 20 Rp. x 75 = Fr. 15.00. Added to the 
total cost of the letter of Fr. 15.30 a registration fee of 30 Rp. had to be added.  
This heavy letter was sent by land and sea, and it is probably one of the few surviving 
examples of this kind. 

 

 
Figure 11, Zurich to Jönköping in Sweden, December 5, 1952. 
Samples without Value to a foreign destination were permitted at this time up to a weight 
of 500 Gramm and maximum measurements limits (length, width and thickness combined 
max. 90 cm, maximum extension of 60 cm). 
It was mandatory to send them unsealed, just like a printed matter. 
This example was correctly franked with a stamp to 70 Rp. (series Historic Pictures). Each 
50 gram (or fractions thereof) had to be franked with 10 Rappen (minimum of 20 Rappen).  

 

Scott and the Strubeli: New classifications?  Any members wishing to take a serious look at the 

current Scott 'system' and work with me in devising a better numbering system, please get back 

to me!   John Barrett @ jstrubelboy@aol.com 

mailto:jstrubelboy@aol.com
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society 
              Elected Officers 2015-16 Appointed Officers

President 

Roger Heath 

2535 Ivy Street 

Port Townsend, WA 

98368 

Home: 360-302-1006 

roger@rogerheath.com 

 

Past President 

Robert Zeigler 

9122 Behner Brook Court 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

317-576-9020 

rzeigler@zcklaw.com 

 

Vice-President 

Charles LaBlonde 

15091 Ridgefield Lane 

Colorado Springs, CO 80921 

clablonde@aol.com 

 
 Secretary & Librarian 

Richard T. Hall 

P.O. Box 15053  

Asheville, NC 28813 

Home: 828-681-0581 

rtravis@alum.mit.edu 

 

 
 

 

Treasurer 
Bruce Marsden 
6685 Cuttalossa Road 
New Hope, PA 18938 
Cell: 973-432-6163 
mail@brucemarsden.com 

 
Regional Trustee West 

Dana Nielsen 

18133 Snohomish Ave. 

Snohomish, WA 98296 

360-668-2699 

dananielsen@comcast.net 
 
Regional Trustee Central 

Michael Peter 

P O Box 50256 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

314-725-6800 

mpeter@elpacocoatings.com 

 
Regional Trustee East 

Gerry Diamond  

60 Silver Birch Lane 

Pearl River, NY 10965 

845-623-3159 

gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com 

TELL Editor 
George Struble 
210 18th St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301-4316 
503-364-3929 
gstruble@willamette.edu 
 

TELL Associate Editor 

Open 
 

Circuit Sales Manager 

Emil L. Tobler 
P.O. Box 26 
Bradford RI 02808 
Home: 401-377-2238 
Swissboy@verizon.net 
 

Auction Manager 

Gerry Diamond  
(see column 2) 
 
Publicity Chairman 
Open 

 

Awards Chairman 

Michael Peter 

(see column 2) 

 

Audio-visual 

Programs Chair 

Dana Nielsen (see col. 2) 
  

Webmaster 

Bruce Marsden 

(see column 2) 
 

REPRESENTATIVES 

Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies  

Michael Peter 

(see column 2) 
 

American Philatelic 

Society 

Ernest L. Bergman 

1940 Cliffside Drive 

State College, PA 16801 

814-238-0164   

elb3@psu.edu 

 

Liechtenstudy Group 

Paul Tremaine 

410 SW Ninth St. 

Dundee, OR 97115-9731 

editor@liechtenstudy.org 
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The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-

ization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS is 

dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 
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Plan to attend/exhibit at these conventions and 

shows: 

March 31 - April 2, 2017: St. Louis, Mo.; 

Contact: Michael Peter 

May 17-20, 2018: NABA: Lugano, Switzerland 

September 2018: SEAPEX, Seattle, WA 

October 2019: INDYPEX, Indianapolis, IN 
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President’s Column 
(continued from page 2)  be be found in the Ap-

pointed Officers section in TELL and they can sug-

gest the best way to prepare your items for sale.  

Remember that information about the auctions is 

via TELL and online, and the circuit books are 

sent by mail to AHPS members who request them.  

We have 250 members who may be interested in 

your surplus items.  Additionally, each member is 

entitled to a small classified ad in TELL describing 

either their wants, or items they wish to sell.  Re-

member to be specific and include your contact in-

formation.  George Struble, our TELL editor can 

help you with a classified. 

 It would be nice to see more people using 

”Philately of Switzerland” Discussions.  

http://www.quicktopic.com/51/H/qdRWHrshP637  

 Recently a question came up about a color 

changeling of a 5 centimes numeral stamp.  AHPS 

member Raul Gonzalez demonstrated how easy it 

is to create a blue stamp from a 5 centimes green 

stamp (fig. 1).  Other comments have been made 

concerning show attendance, and the board could 

be used to easily coordinate members' meeting at 

shows and sharing accommodation, if one wished. 

 Finally, here’s your opportunity to view 

”Mirabaud and De Reuterskiold” 1899 edition 

online:  

http://www.rfrajola.com/swiss/mirabaud.pdf  

Richard Frajola, an AHPS member, has kindly up-

loaded a copy for reference in English.  You might 

also enjoy visiting other online world class exhibits 

at his website 

 http://www.rfrajola.com/exhibits.htm 

 

 

Congratulations to HPS! 
(continued from page 5)  understanding.  I thought 

the technique was quite effective. 

 Other members of HPS also gave 

talks/displays of their interests: 

"Postage Due from and to Switzerland" by Bob 

Medland 

"UPU 1900 Varieties" by Marc Burgess 

"Razor Blade Cancels" by David Colman (Hans 

Zinken added still more from the book recently 

published by him and Roger Heath) 

"Pro Juventute: Usages Abroad" by Norton Wragg 

"Vintage Post Cards of Canton Geneva" by Paul 

Jenkins 

"TPOs of the Swiss Private Railroads" by Fred 

Hoadley 

 The celebration dinner was exquisite.  The 

main dish was "Chugelipastetli", a Lucerne spe-

cialty: puff pastry containing veal, mushrooms, 

apple, grapes marinated in Cognac, in a cream 

sauce!  And no speeches! 

 I was delighted with the whole event.  It 

was very well organized, and paced graciously.  I 

was especially pleased to make a bunch of new 

friends. 

 
Fig. 1.  Two green stamps and the blue stamps 
they became 

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
 
 

 

http://www.quicktopic.com/51/H/qdRWHrshP637
mailto:albrikwi@bluewin.ch
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